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DelawareTechcaught
financiallybetween
enrollmentorcapacity

DelawareTechnical&CommunityCollegeis
doinga boomingbusiness. President Orlando
Georgereports its credit programs are operating at
96percent capacity with 40,000students no\¥.Anda
30percent surge of enrollment is expectedover the
next 15years.The four campusesaround the state
all need new buildings for classroomsand career
training.

There's a price for success.The alternative is
eventually turning awaystudents, Dr.Georgesays.

Tokeeppace with repairs and expansion,the
collegeadministration figures it should be putting
$9.8million a year into facilities.Instead, state ap-
propriations haveamounted to $2.8million annu-
ally.At this rate, it'll take 40years to dothe projects
on the boards no\¥.

The collegeestimates it has a $38.5millionback-
logof deferred maintenance and renovation al-
ready.

That is untenable. The collegemust serve stu-
dents and employersin current economiccondi-
tions. Nurses, police,emergencymedicalperson-
nel, child care and technical workerstrain at
DelawareTech'saffordablerates to filljob vacan-
cies. Construction costsdon't stand still, either.

Soas the governor's next budgetgets drafted,
DelawareTechhas asked for $15.8million for capi-
tal improvements.That's a big chunk at once,but
the needs are legitimate and pressing. Whether all
or in part, significantlymore moneyshould goto
closethe college'sbuilding gap.

President Georgegoesfurther, though, and advo-
cates creating a new statewideproperty tax dedi-
cated to DelawareTech'sfuture capital invest-
ments. Using an equalizationformula for property
values,he envisions it costing the averagehouse-
hold about $17to start, rising to $50over10years.
That wouldyield$7million in the first year,he
says. .

The growingstream of tax revenue wouldcer-
tainly simplifyDelawareTech'splanning. But the
other solution within reach is legislators' responsi-
bility - and accountability- to allocatefunds in ac-
cordance with the state's needs.The collegeis in-
disputably a proven asset worthy of investment.Its
future begins no\¥.


