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ELIGIBILITY EXPANDS FOR H1N1 INFLUENZA MASS VACCINATION CLINICS

Delaware's Division of Public Health (DPH) today expanded the priority groups eligible to receive the H1N1 influenza vaccine through its upcoming mass vaccination clinics. Healthcare workers (including student nurses), daycare workers and persons caring for infants 0-6 months of age are now eligible to receive the H1N1 influenza vaccine at those clinics. 
Over 700 appointments remain for the Dec. 16 mass vaccination clinic at Delaware Technical & Community College's (DTCC) Owens Campus in Georgetown. About 150 appointments are available for the Dec. 15 clinic at DTCC's Terry Campus in Dover. Clinics operate from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.
DPH is giving vaccinations by appointment only. Delawareans in the target groups can call 1-866-408-1899 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays to make an appointment. Callers can schedule up to six appointments for family members or others on one call. Children under 10 years who already received their first H1N1 shot can receive appointments for their second dose.
The updated eligibility list is:
· Infants and children 6 months to 4 years of age 
· Pregnant women 
· Those 5 to 64 years of age with chronic conditions diagnosed and documented by a physician. Individuals must have had regular medical follow-up or been hospitalized during the preceding year. Chronic conditions are heart disease (except high blood pressure), diabetes, asthma and other diseases of the lung, kidney and liver disease, neurological or neuromuscular disorders, blood disorders, cancer and weakened immune systems due to cancer treatment, medications and HIV/AIDS. 
· Healthcare workers (including student nurses) 
· Daycare workers 
· Persons caring for infants 0-6 months of age 
"Although the appointment slots are available in Kent and Sussex, we invite any Delawarean from the original or expanded target groups to call for an appointment," said DPH Director Dr. Karyl T. Rattay. "From the phone calls and emails we receive from the public and from partners, we know there are Delawareans in these groups who have not yet been vaccinated, and these clinics are a free and relatively easy way to protect them against H1N1."
For additional information about both H1N1 and seasonal vaccines, please see our website at www.flu.delaware.gov People not in priority groups should consult their private physicians. 

