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Entrepreneurship students Mike Pfaffenhauser, left, and Kevin Justice attended a Seaford Chamber of Commerce luncheon to hear Gov. Jack 
Markell speak on Delaware’s fi nancial condition.  Involvement in community organizations is part of the capstone project in the Entrepreneurial 
Experience course.

Governor meets with Entrepreneurship students; 
discusses Delaware’s “tough economic times”
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included in the hypothetical 
budget cut.   

“I think it was very stunning 
for the students to hear,” 
Rodier said in reference to 
Markell’s illustration. 
 

students to the University 
of Delaware for the Second 
Annual President’s Forum 
on Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship in late April to hear 
from young entrepreneurs 
and to observe UD students 
in an entrepreneurship com-
petition.  

Jack F.  Owens Campus

Two Delaware Tech entrepre-
neurship students recently 
attended a luncheon with 
Gov. Jack Markell at a Sea-
ford Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon as part of their cap-
stone project.

Mike Pfaffenhauser, Kevin 
Justice, and Entrepreneurship 
Program Chair Beth Rodier 
joined local business owners 
and community leaders of the 
Seaford area on Feb. 17 at 
the Seaford Golf and Country 
Club.  

The luncheon was sponsored 
by the Chamber’s Business & 
Economic Development Com-
mittee, focusing on Delaware’s 
current economic situation.

As part of the requirements in 
the 200-level course, Entre-
preneurship Experience, stu-
dents need to attend at least 
two community involvement 
events.  

Instructor Beth Rodier said 
that these “expose students 
to the role of the business 
person in the community” and 

encourages them to choose 
events relevant to their inter-
ests. 

Kevin Justice, a second-year 
student, said the meeting was 
very informative and gave him 
the opportunity to “meet new 
people that can help [me] in 
the future.”   

Mike Pfaffenhauser, also a 
second year student, said, “It 
was a really good experience 
to meet the new governor for 
the fi rst time and also to know 
exactly how bad-off our state 
is fi nancially and what his 
plans and views are on the 
subject.” 

Rodier described the gov-
ernor’s speech as a “reality 
check” of the “tough economic 
times” faced by the state.  

To illustrate the $600 mil-
lion budget defi cit, Markell 
gave a list of local government 
organizations whose net worth 
would total $600 million.  

Pfaffenhauser recalled “all 
police departments, different 
types of government paying 
jobs, the entire homeland 
security department, DelDOT, 
and the IT Department” were 

“This is just an example of the 
types of things we want our 
entrepreneurship students to 
be involved in and exposed 
to,” she added.  

Rodier is planning to take a 
group of entrepreneurship 
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Smith said the award is a 
“wonderful recognition of the 
efforts of the faculty as well as 
the support staff.”  

Dr. Smith also said this award 
“really highlights how focused 
the college is on the core of 
why we’re here, which is so 
that students can learn.”

 Jay Little, department chair 
of Respiratory Care Technol-
ogy, serves as the campus 
coordinator for the Outcomes 
Assessment Committee.

“The only reason we do this 
is for improvement,” Little 
said.  “We do this over and 
over, we get better, and the 
students graduate, and they 

Delaware Tech was the recent 
recipient of the Council for 
Higher Education Accredita-
tion’s Student Learning Out-
comes Award for 2009.  

Along with Northern Arizona 
University, Delaware Tech was 
chosen from more than 3,000 
eligible colleges and universi-
ties for recognition for “out-
standing institutional progress 
in developing and applying 
evidence of student learning 
outcomes,” according to a 
CHEA publication.  

Vice President and Owens 
Campus Director Dr. Ileana 

know more, and they’re more 
employable and more success-
ful.”

This award was given to Dela-
ware Tech based on four crite-
ria: articulation and evidence 
of outcomes, success with re-
gard to outcomes, information 
to the public about outcomes, 
and using outcomes for im-
provement.  

As stated in the February 
CHEA Chronicle, schools are 
additionally examined for 
“evidence outcomes embedded 
in an institutional culture, 
good use of current technology 
in the methods and tools to 
track outcomes, extensive use 
of faculty and strong faculty 

effective assessment commit-
tees.  

Debbie St. Jean serves as the 
college wide coordinator for 
the SLOA committee.  

After accepting the award 
on behalf of the college, she 
stated that “these assessment 
activities have resulted in 
signifi cant improvements, in-
cluding changes to curricula, 
course content, and instruc-
tional practices.”     

When asked who ultimately 
would benefi t from this award, 
Smith answered “I think it’s 
no question: the students.  
They’re the ones who are gain-
ing from everything we do.”




