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DELAWARE TECHNICAL & COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COLLEGE WIDE COURSE SYLLABUS

CAMPUS: Collegewide

DEPARTMENT: Early Childhood

COURSE: ECE 120 Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood

INSTRUCTOR NAME:                      Telephone:              Email:

PREREQUISITES:

CO-REQUISITES: None

COURSE HOURS and CREDITS:3:0:3

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

A study of various models, theories, and issues in
early childhood education programs .The theory,
goals, and methods used in the programs will be
examined and analyzed, as well as their differences in
their impact on the child's development.

TEXT: Early Childhood Education Today (8
th
 edition)

Early Childhood Education 00/01

MATERIALS: (To be selected by each Campus)

METHOD of INSTRUCTION:Campus Classroom

MANUALS: (To be selected by each Campus)

DISCLAIMER:
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COLLEGEWIDE CORE COURSE PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES:

The student will be able to:

1. Describe an historical perspective of early childhood education and care.
(PGC: 1, and CCC 1 )

2. Identify key theories and theorists that have formed the basis for early
childhood education.  (PGC: 1, and CCC 5)

3. Examine and give examples of current early childhood issues and their
impact on programs.(PGC: 2, and CCC 2 )

4. Describe criteria for the observation and assessment of early childhood
programs. (PGC: 6, and CCC 3)

5. Identify key social, economic, political, and multi-cultural factors which may
influence early childhood programs. (PGC: 6, and CCC 3)

6. Evaluate the developmental appropriateness of programs for children birth to
8.     (PGC: 1, & 2 )

7. Describe the role of professional activities in the field of early childhood
education. (PGC: 2 and CCC: 6)

8. Examine and summarize the NAEYC guidelines for developmentally
appropriate practices as a basis for early childhood programs.  (PGC:  2, and
CCC 2 & 5)

9. Review and assess programs designed for school aged children. (PGC: 2,
and
CCC2)

10. Examine the role of the early childhood professional by observing a variety of
early childhood program settings. (PGC:  2, and CCC  4)

MEASURABLE OBJECTIVES:

1. Describe an historical perspective of early childhood education and care.

1.1 Discuss the evolution of early childhood programs and curricula.

1.2 Develop a historical timeline of early childhood education and care.

2. Identify key theories and theorists that have formed the basis for early childhood
education.
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2.1 Demonstrate the essential principles and practices of the constructivist 
approach.

2.2 Demonstrate the essential principles and practices of the Developmental
approach.

2.3 Demonstrate the essential principles and practices of Psychosocial theory.

2.4 Demonstrate the essential principles and practices of the Behaviorist theory

3. Examine and give examples of current early childhood issues and their impact on
programs.

3.1 Examine current professional literature and recent legislation regarding
contemporary issues that have an impact on Early Childhood programs.

3.2 Develop skills necessary to analyze articles, which explain contemporary
issues.

3.3 Communicate your thoughts/opinions regarding early childhood education
programs to others in a clear, concise manner.

3.4 Evaluate the application of technology to early childhood programs.

4. Describe criteria for the observation and assessment of early childhood
programs.

4.1 Establish criteria for the observation and assessment of early childhood
programs from different perspectives, e.g. parents, teacher, director, and
caregiver.

5. Identify key social, economic, political, and multi-cultural factors which may
influence early childhood programs.

5.1 Analyze differences in children and learning styles; including cultural
differences.

6. Evaluate the developmental appropriateness of programs for children birth to 8.

6.1 Review programs designed for young children in the following categories:
parent/family model, infant, and toddlers, preschool and school age.

6.2 Describe school readiness and assessment strategies used in
kindergarten.
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6.3 Summarize the emerging literacy skills and techniques for kindergarten and
primary.

7. Describe the role of professional activities in the field of early childhood
education.

7.1 Examine the process of becoming a professional in early childhood.

7.2 Explain the need for professionalism within early childhood environments
and

programs.

7.3 Explore various early childhood organizational web sites.

7.4 Describe the ethical standards, code of ethics, and ethical/legal
responsibilities of early childhood professionals.

8. Examine and summarize the NAEYC guidelines for developmentally appropriate
practices as a basis for early childhood programs.

8.1 Discuss the impact of Delaware Licensing requirements and NAEYC
guidelines upon early childhood programs.

9. Review and assess programs designed for school aged children.

9.1 Summarize the developmental and educational needs of the school age
child.

9.2 Examine appropriate activities for school age children.

10. Examine the role of the early childhood professional by observing a variety of early
childhood program settings.

10.1  Participate in a variety of observations designed to reinforce key issues.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA:

Students will demonstrate proficiency on all measurable performance objectives at least
to the 75% level.  The final grade will be derived from:

Exams  40%
Written / Observation  30%
Group Presentations  30%

100%

College Grading System:

 92 - 100 = A
 83 -   91 = B
 75 -  82 = C
   0 -  74 = R

Students should refer to the Student Handbook for information on Academic
Standing Policy, Academic Honesty Policy, Student Rights and
Responsibilities, and other policies relevant to their academic progress. 
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